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PROFESSOR TEACHES CLASS IN CHRISTIAN FAMILY VALUES ON TV,
URGES ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY TO TAKE ON MORAL RESPONSIBILITY
DAYTON, Ohio- If William Roberts had a group of television moguls cornered in his
office, he'd look them in the eyes and ask, "Why all the images of sex and violence? Why?"
The University of Dayton professor of religious studies doesn't know the reasons they'd
give. But he does know the answer- "Money!"
Roberts readily admits the above scenario would never take place. No, the best he can
do is do what he does best- teach others to sift through the "preponderance of mindless trash
on the tube" to find programs that embrace Christian principles.
Roberts, co-editor of the book Christian Family and Marriage (Liturgical Press, 1996),
explores the medium's role as both usurper and advocate of Christian tenets in his summer
class on "Christian Family Values and TV," which runs through June 26.
"I'm not anti-television and neither is this class," Roberts explains. "There are programs
that promote Christian family values, just not a lot of them. I would like to see the
entertainment industry take on a little moral responsibility and not cater to the darker side of
humanity. But until then, we have to search out good programs."
Some of those programs, he says, include Touched by an AHgel, a weekly drama about
guardian angels who help individuals solve personal crises through faith; The Promise Land,
another drama about a itinerant family who overcome hardships by holding on to their
Christian values; and Boy Meets World, a family sitcom in which each episode ends with a
lesson in morality.
As part of the class, Roberts uses four TV movies and a documentary to show how
Christian values can help families resolve such issues as domestic violence, discovering one's
homosexual orientation, alcoholism and adoption.
"These films raise awareness of the challenges and difficulties that many families face,"
Roberts says. "At the heart of this is the most fundamental of Christian values -to love others
as Jesus loved us and to treat others as you would want to be treated."
Also as part of the class, students must give oral presentations on either talk shows,
)

sitcoms or commercials and how they relate to positive family values. Throughout the course
they study theological perspectives on the Christian family.
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While some programs can reinforce Christian family values, the amount of time spent
watching television can work to erode those very principles, Roberts says.
"Television can be disabling to the family in that it takes time away from family
activities, such as going on picnics, attending museums, playing board games or just talking with
one another," Roberts says. "And it's very difficult for parents to instill Christian values in their
children, given the bombardment of violence and sex on TV today."
So what does he recommend?
"Parents must control the amount and content of what their children are watching," he
advises. "Television has become a substitute baby sitter and one with few Christian values.
Mom and Dad must be the baby sitters when it comes to TV.

"If a parent feels that his or her child is watching an inappropriate program, explain
why it is inappropriate and why they can no longer watch it," he says.
Also, parents should discuss Christian values with their children using episodes from
their kids' favorite TV programs.
As a personal example, Roberts recalls dinner discussions with this three daughters on
their favorite daytime drama. "The topic of marital infidelity came up and we talked about it
openly on how it causes a great deal of pain in families and can undermine a marriage."
Roberts doesn't place complete blame on the industry- but it should take on some of
the responsibility.
"Ultimately, there can be drugs all around me; but I make the decision not to take them,"
he says. "But the people pushing the drugs don't make it easier. It's the same with what we
choose to watch- if the industry is going to bombard us with images of violence and sex,
they're not making parental responsibility any easier.
"We are a violent society and instead of attempting to counteract this tendency, the
entertainment industry capitalizes on it," Roberts says. "Parents and society as a whole can't
do it all. There have to be pressures put on the industry to monitor themselves and to clean up
the atmosphere of gratuitous sex and violence."
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